
A Walk in the Woods 

Auditions:  Sunday October 15, 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, October 16, 6:00 p.m 

 
Synopsis and Character Descrip�ons 

Inspired by a real incident in 1982: two arms negotiators—one Soviet, one American—leave the table to 
take a walk in the woods above Geneva, Switzerland, in the late summer, away from the glare of the 
negotiating table. They are a Soviet diplomat, Andrey Botvinnik, age 57, nearing the end of his decades-
long career and John Honeyman, age 45, an American negotiator just starting his first serious 
negotiating assignment. The two men eventually develop a relationship, although their personalities 
differ. Botvinnik is friendly and enjoys American culture, Honeyman is formal and idealistic.  

Playwright Lee Blessing brings to life two complex and enormously different personalities. The Russian 
hides his cynicism and wiliness under a hearty warmth and love of nature. The American hides his 
idealism and passion under a stiff formality. 

And although arms negotiations—between two superpowers capable of annihilating one another—
provides the backdrop, the real story here concerns the forging of a friendship under stressful, high-
stakes circumstances, and in the context of profound cultural differences. It brings up questions such as: 
“Can enemies be friends?” and “How much should I trust?” 

John Honeyman: 
Has been involved in nego�a�ons in the past, but nothing as daun�ng as his new assignment in Geneva 
to discuss nuclear arms reduc�on with the Soviets.  He is butoned-down, s�ff, formal and mostly all 
business.  Age range: 30’ish – mid 40s. 

Andrey Botvinnik: 
Nearing the end of his career, Botvinnik knows the façade and fu�lity of arms nego�a�ons; that it is 
more for show than anything.  Having dealt with several previous American nego�ators over the 
decades, he is a master of diversion and changing the subject, generally wan�ng to discuss anything BUT 
the issues at hand.  He can be simultaneously frustra�ng, humorous and pragma�c.  Age range: 50’s + 

Very important notes! 

- each character must learn approximately 55 pages of script.  I am a s�ckler for 
verba�m so you must be able to commit to memorizing the script as it is. 

- Botvinnik speaks with a slight Russian accent.  The actor chosen for this role should be 
able to deliver a somewhat believable slight Russian accent. 

 
 

 



AUDITION FORM 
Actor's Information 

 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: ________________________ Work Phone: ______________________  
 
Cell: ________________________________ Do You Text: _____________________  
 
Email: _______________________________________   Age: __________________ 
 
Please List any Theatrical Experience: ______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Part for Which You Wish to Audition: (Please list your order of preference) 
 
____ John Honeyman – American male – late 20’s to mid 40’s  
 
____ Andrey Botvinnik – Russian male – 50’s + 
 
Show opens Friday, January 12th and runs for 3 weekends. At this time, we are 
planning to begin rehearsals on Thursday, Oct 19, followed by weekly rehearsals on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Please list any commitments or travel that will 
conflict with our rehearsals. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

For Director's Use 
 

Notified of Casting Decision      By: ________________________ Date: __________ 
 
Comments: 
 



ACT 1







ACT 2
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