


 

A Gentleman’s guide to love and murder 

 

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder was the most-nominated musical comedy 

of the 2014 Tony Award season.  With ten Tony nominations and four wins, including 

Best Musical, Book, Direction, and Costumes, it also earned seven Drama Desk 

Awards (including best Musical), four Outer Critics Circle Awards and one Drama 

League Award (Best Musical).  

Filled with unforgettable music and non-stop laughs, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love 

and Murder  is a murderous romp! Plus there is a scene-stealing opportunity for one 

or two actors to play all eight of the doomed heirs who meet their ends in the most 

creative and side-splitting ways. With soaring ballads and fabulous music, this pro-

duction offers endless opportunities for singers to explore their vocal talent and co-

medic skills. 

 

Synopsis 

Set in 1907 London, the low-born Monty Navarro finds out that he’s eighth in line for 

an earldom in the lofty D’Ysquith family. He figures his chances of outliving his pre-

decessors are slight and so he sets off down a far more ghoulish path. With a few 

tricks up his sleeve, he plots to speed up the line of succession all the while juggling 

the affections of two beautiful women, dodging suspicions and relying on fortunate 

twists of fate. This Tony Award winning musical tells the hilarious story of wrongfully 

getting what is rightfully yours. 

 

Cast: 

5 Lead Roles:    * 2 Male,   3 Female,   Ensemble of 6-8  

*There is an option for one or two actors to portray all eight of the D’Ysquith heirs.    

 

Performance Dates 

Friday Evenings: November 1, 8, 15, 22  

Saturday Evenings: November 2, 9, 16, 23 

Matinees: November 3, 10, 17 
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Character Breakdown  

 

Montague “Monty” Navarro 

Handsome, clever, charismatic, vulnerable and endearing. Discovers he is in line to become the 

Earl of Highhurst, and intends to kill off the family that stands in his way. 

Age Range: 20’s-40’s;   GENDER: MALE 

 

The D’Ysquith Family 

 

*Asquith D’Ysquith, Jr., a dandy 

*Lord Adalbert D’Ysquith, Eighth Earl of Highhurst 

*Reverend  Lord Ezekiel D’Ysquith, a clergyman 

*Henry D’Ysquith, a country squire 

*Lady Hyacinth D’Ysquith, a benefactress 

*Major Lord Bartholomew D’Ysquith, a bodybuilder 

*Lady Salome D’Ysquith Pumphrey, an actress 

*Chauncey D’Ysquith, a janitor   

*These roles all may be played by one or two actors. 

Age Range: 20’s-70’s;  GENDER: MALE 

 

Phoebe D’Ysquith 

Monty’s cousin 

Age Range: 20’s-40’s;  GENDER: FEMALE 

 

Sibella Hallward 

The girl Monty loves. 

Age Range: 20”s-40’s;  GENDER: FEMALE 

 

Miss Shingle 

Monty’s unexpected visitor. 

Age Range: 50’s-70’s;  GENDER: FEMALE 
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Ensemble/Singers  
 
Woman #1: 
Mourner; Tour guide; Ancestral Portrait; Skater; Bridesmaid, Pub Owner’s Wife; Mrs. Pebworth; 
Phoebe’s Maid; 3rd Newsboy; Tailor, Selina Chard (Servant); Flower Girl 

 
 
Woman #2: 
Mourner; Tour Guide; Ancestral Portrait; Skater; Bridesmaid; Mrs. Hetherington; 4th Newsboy; 
Tailor; Lady Eugenia D’Ysquith; Flower Girl 
 

Woman #3 
Mourner; Sibella’s Maid; Tourist; Ancestral Portrait; Miss Evangeline Barley; Bridesmaid; Miss 
Hayes; Tailor; Hilda (Servant); Flower Girl 
 
 

Man #1: 
Mourner; Tourist; Ancestral Portrait; 2nd Clerk; Skater; Groomsman; Tom Copley; Dr. Brownlee; 
1st Newsboy; Weight Lifter; 3rd Actor; Ancestral Bust; Walter (Servant); Dr. Pettibone (Medical 
Examiner); Prison Guard 
 

Man #2: 
Mourner; Tourist; ancestral Portrait; 1st Clerk; skater; tailor; Groomsman; Pub Owner; Mr. Cross; 
2nd Newsboy; Weight Lifter; 1st actor; Lord Asquith’s Physician; Ancestral Bust; Mr. Waters 
(Servant); Chief Inspector Pinckney 
 

 
Man #3 
Mourner; Tourist; Ancestral Portrait; Skater; Groomsman; Pub Patron; Henry’s Employee; Mr. 
Goodsall; 2nd Actor; Alfred Gorby (Butler); Lord High Steward (voiceover); Magistrate 
 
 
 

Production Team 
 
Director: Kathy Murdoch 
Assistant Director/Music Director: Everett Gregory 
Production Assistant: Ruthie Rich 
Costumes: Missy Siders 
Set Design: Bob Dietrich 
Set Builder: Kevin Cohenour, cast 
Sound: Kenny Easton 
Lighting Design: Kat Govan 
Stage Manager: Jessica Vergari 
Vocal Coach: Kenny Easton 
Accompanist: Rebecca Northey 
 
*Costumes for this production will be rented 
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Audition Information 

Auditions will be held at Magic Circle Theatre    Phone: (970) 249-7838  

420 South 12th Street, Montrose,  CO 81401     Website:   magiccircleplayers.com 

Sunday, July 14th @ 1:30 pm 

Monday, July 15th @ 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, July 16th, @ 6:30 pm-Call-Backs 

Saturday, July 20th: Pick Up Scripts & Measured for Costumes 

                Arrive any time between 10 am and Noon in the Theatre Lobby 

*If unable to attend on the above dates, contact Kathy Murdoch to schedule an audi-

tion appointment. Email:  kathryn.murdoch1231@gmail.com or  (970) 596-9007 

 

Be prepared to sing a song of your choice that shows you at your best. Bring your 

own (1) accompanist, (2) recorded music, or (3) sheet music.  If you use recorded 

music, there should be no vocals (in other words: no sing-a-longs) An accompanist 

will be available for those who need one. You are welcome and encouraged to sing 

any song from the show.  Music will be available on the website by May 25th. 

 

Actors will be asked to read parts from the play in various groupings. Cuttings from 

the script as well as sheet music will be made available on the website by May 25th.  

Anyone wishing to see the libretto, contact Kathy Murdoch. 

 

There are no choreography requirements for this production. 

For this production, we will be using OrchExtra, a sound enhancing system that pro-

vides a full, live orchestra sound allowing us to include live instruments as needed.  

 

Proposed Rehearsals: Beginning July 29th from 6-9 pm 

Rehearsals will potentially be scheduled for Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

A detailed rehearsal schedule for music and blocking will be provided to the cast 

weekly as we progress.  Rehearsals are mandatory unless actors are not called for in 

the schedule or if arrangements have  been made prior to rehearsal with the director. 

We will be respectful of the actor’s time by scheduling as needed.  

Rehearsals will be held at: CASA, 147 N Townsend Ave, Montrose, CO 81401  
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A Gentleman’s guide to love & murder 

ACTOR INFORMATION 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         #________ 

 

Name:  _________________________________________ Age: ______ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

Cell: _____________________Do you text?  _______ Gender: _______ 

Email: _______________________________Birthday: Mo____Day____ 

Parts for which you wish to audition: 

1. ________________    2. ________________    3. ________________ 

A Short list of theatre experience:  

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Please list other commitments or out-of-town travel that will conflict with 

our rehearsal schedule or performances: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Would you be willing to accept a role other than what you audition for or 

chorus/ensemble? 

__________________________________________________________ 

Would you be interested in  helping with any technical aspects of this per-

formance? (ex: lights, sound, stage crew, costumes, prompting, etc.) 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
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