
2 ACROSS 
By Jerry Mayer  

Presented by MCP Readers Theatre 

Auditions: Monday, May 12 at 6:00 pm 

Magic Circle Theatre, 412 S. 12th St, Montrose 

Production Dates: Friday, July 25 and Saturday, July 26 at 7:30 p.m. 

    Sunday, July 27 at 2:00 p.m. 

Run Time:  About 90 minutes 

Cast: One male, one female, both approximately 35 to 55 years of age.  

Each character is the exact kind of person the other has always found the 
most irritating! 

 SHE (Janet) – Janet is Catholic, structured, responsible, a good 
mother, and usually right.  She’s an achiever whose standards are high and 
whose patience is short. As a psychologist, she’s blunt and honest. She’s a 
law abider and a rule follower. Everything she attempts she does well, 
except for one thing; she’s got a lot to learn about how to have fun. 

 HE (Josh) – Josh is Jewish and a paradox. He’s part free spirit, part 
executive, part dreamer, part good son and part Peter Pan. Each time Janet 
decides Josh is a flake, he does something that wins her total admiration. Or 
he makes her laugh, which she’s not used to. About two thirds through their 
BART ride, Josh decides that he and Janet are meant for each other. Now 
all he has to do is convince Janet of that. 



Details: The setting is in present day California. All the action takes place in 
an otherwise empty BART train car, leaving from San Francisco 
International Airport to the end of the line at Bay Point.  Players are mostly 
seated throughout the ride, working on the same New York Times crossword 
puzzle.  

Actors will wear their own business casual clothing, he a bit more casual than 
her. No changes of costume are necessary. 

SHE is sobbing when the curtain opens, and fights back tears several times. 
HE and SHE must be willing to kiss, towards the end of the show. SHE will 
use a few common Yiddish words, and HE will speak a few easy French words. 
HE needs to learn about 12 lines of Petrarch’s poetry. There are a few mild 
swear words used, but no F words. A love of crossword puzzles will make this 
show all the more fun for you and the audience, but it’s not required.  

Rehearsals: Our rehearsals can be very flexible based on a cast this size, 
days or evenings, weekdays or weekends. We will aim for approximately ten 
rehearsals, with a modified tech week during the week of July 21-24. 

I look forward to seeing you at our auditions. 

Ginny Spaven 

Cell 970-901-1745 

2 ACROSS cuttings attached, designated as A, B and C. 
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