
By Christopher Durang

Directed by Jonathan Heath

Synopsis: An accountant finds himself backstage at a theatre, presumably during a dream, and discovers that everyone 
sees him as George, the understudy to Eddie who has broken both legs in a car accident. The remainder of the play 
wanders through four different plays (Private Lives, by Noël Coward, Hamlet, a fictitious Samuel Beckett play called 
Checkmate, and A Man for All Seasons, by Robert Bolt) with George winging it through each scene without knowing any 
of his lines. This is a classic farce, “a form of comedy that relies on exaggerated, improbable, or ridiculous situations to 
entertain an audience.” Similar examples: Noises Off, The Importance of Being Earnest, The Play That Goes Wrong.

Cast: 3 women, 2 men (line count in parentheses)

 George (129) – a man who finds himself backstage under mysterious circumstances. He appears to be an 
accountant and seems to be the understudy of a man named Edwin, although he cannot actually remember 
attending any rehearsals or being a part of the production. In Private Lives he plays Elyot. In Hamlet he plays 
Prince Hamlet. In Checkmate he plays Willie (who seems to be based on Nagg in Endgame). In A Man for All 
Seasons he plays Sir Thomas More. 

 Meg (26) – the stage manager. A capable worker. When it becomes apparent that George does not know many of 
his lines, she pretends to be a maid in the production and whispers some to him. In the scene from A Man for all 
Seasons, she plays the part of Sir Thomas More's daughter.

 Sarah (68) – a grand actress. In Private Lives, she plays Amanda. In Hamlet, she plays Queen Gertrude. In A Man 
for all Seasons, she plays Sir Thomas More's wife (she also quotes Hamlet in that scene, when trying to convince 
George to accept the execution and bids him goodbye as "Hamlet"). 

 Ellen (40) – another actress, but not as grand as Sarah. In Private Lives she plays Sybil. In Checkmate, her 
character is unnamed, but she appears to be a cross between Winnie (from Happy Days) and Nell (from 
Endgame). She remains in this character throughout the A Man for all Seasons scene.

 Henry (18) – a grand actor. In Hamlet, he plays the part of Horatio. According to the script, Henry is also able to 
play the part of the executioner. 

 The Executioner (9) – he makes an appearance only in A Man for All Seasons. This part can be played by the same
actor as Henry. 
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