
“Silent Sky” by Lauren Gunderson 

AUDITIONS FOR 4 WOMEN AND 1 MAN ON​
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4th and MONDAY, OCTOBER 5th at 7:00 p.m.​

 

Synopsis 

Following the true story of Henrietta Leavitt and her team at Harvard Observatory, Silent 

Sky reveals the astonishing discoveries Leavitt made while battling for recognition in a man’s 

world of early 20th century astronomy. 

The play opens with a discussion between sisters Henrietta and Margaret. Excitedly, Henrietta 

reveals to her sister a job offer she has received from Harvard, as they are in need of 

mathematicians at the observatory. Henrietta believes that this could be an opportunity to 

obtain “her best life” and is determined to have her fundamental questions of human 

knowledge answered: “Who are we, why are we, where are we?” 

The year is 1900, and Henrietta begins to work as a “human computer” for Dr. Edward Pickering, 

mapping the stars. Eager to use Harvard’s telescope and filled with a passion for astronomy, 

Henrietta soon finds that she will not be able to participate in any astronomical discovery and 

will receive no scientific credit. Although she is only allowed to log the stars photographed only 

by her male coworkers, Henrietta refuses to be dissuaded. 

Soon, Henrietta begins recording the changes in Cepheid stars, a discovery that greatly 

impacted the field of astronomy. Although Leavitt’s work ethic is admirable, her relationships 

begin to deteriorate. Her sister Maragaret, love interest and Dr. Pickering’s apprentice, Peter 

Shaw, and colleagues Annie Cannon and Williamina Fleming are soon placed on the back burner 

as Leavitt focuses on this great discovery, explaining that “the point is, work is my life.” 

Henrietta’s scientific discovery is vast and important, becoming “the first person to measure the 

universe,” but it isn’t the only discovery she makes. She comes to a personal realization: that to 

be truly alive she doesn’t need to know all the answers, but that “we need to be known.” 

Henrietta realizes that being a small part of something bigger is what makes life worth living in 

the end, insisting that “there is much more beyond ourselves.” 

Cast Descriptions & Approximate Page Count 

Henrietta Leavitt: 30’s, brilliant, meticulous, excited.  ALWAYS wearing a 

period-correct hearing aid.  Approx. page count: 50 



Margaret Leavitt: 30’s, homebody, creative.  Henri’s sweet sister.  Sings and plays 

piano* Approx. page count: 21​
* While ideally this actress should be able to play basic piano, this won’t be a make or break for casting 

this role. 

Peter Shaw: 30’s, the head astronomer’s apprentice… and “the man”.  Approx. 

page count: 25 

Annie Cannon: 40’s, the leader of the women’s “computer group” at Harvard, 

terse and sure.  Approx. page count: 24 

Williamina Fleming: 50’s, smart as a whip and fun.  Scottish*  Approx. page count: 

18​
* Being able to mimic a Scottish accent or not won’t be a make or break for casting this role. 


























	Silent Sky Synopsis Characters Audition Notes.docx
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S1_p 9
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S1_p 10
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S1_p 11
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S2_p 16
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S2_p 17
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S2_p 18
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S4_p 33
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S4_p 34
	Silent Sky Auditions_A1 S4_p 35
	Silent Sky Auditions_A2 S2_p 50
	Silent Sky Auditions_A2 S2_p 51
	Silent Sky Auditions_A2 S2_p 52

